
The GOSPEL Starts With
CREATION

By Henry M. Mor ris III, 
D. Min. 

r ti cle High lights: *The Gen e sis cre ation ac count
is a con tro ver sial topic, even in evan gel i cal
churches.  *What we be lieve about cre ation
mat ters be cause our be liefs in flu ence our
thoughts, de termine our ac tions, and be come

our life style.  *If the Gen e sis cre ation ac count is not true,
it un der mines the rest of Scrip ture – in clud ing the Gos -
pel.  *We must boldly pres ent the full Gos pel from Cre -
ation to Con sum ma tion.

For thus says the LORD, who cre ated the heav -
ens, who is God, who formed the earth and made it,
who has es tab lished it, who did not cre ate it in vain,
who formed it to be in hab ited: “I am the LORD and
there is no other.” Isa iah 45:18.

The open ing words of Scrip ture are fairly sim ple:
“In the be gin ning God cre ated the heav ens and the
earth” Gen e sis 1:1. Why is there of ten pushback on this
truth among Chris tians?  It’s not sur pris ing in the ac a -
demic world, where any thing that re sem bles “God” is
den i grated out of hand.  It’s also rel a tively easy to un der -
stand why those Chris tian de nom i na tions that have long
been in flu enced by sec u lar and po lit i cal prag ma tism
would slowly slide away from the re al ity of an om nip o -
tent and om ni scient Creator to whom they must one day
answer.

 But what about evan gel i cal churches?  Many in sist
that they be lieve the Bi ble and yet ei ther avoid deal ing

with the foun da tional mes sage of a re cent cre ation or
brush the topic away like a pesky doc trine that does n’t
mat ter.  Even some pas tors re sist iden ti fy ing the Lord Je -
sus as the Cre ator (as the Scrip tures ab so lutely and very
clearly in sist) while de mand ing that the gospel be boldly
declared.

In ter pret ing Gen e sis. Why must we in ter pret the
Gen e sis nar ra tive lit er ally?  Those who ask this ques tion
be lieve sci ence proved long ago that the early chap ters of 
Gen e sis aren’t real his tory.  Af ter all, ev ery body knows
that Earth is bil lions of years old and that nat u ral se lec -
tion caused life to evolve as we know it – right?

Many be liev ers don’t see why the Cre ation ac count
is so im por tant.  They would rather en joy the beauty of a
cre ation al le gory and fo cus on the God who loves us and
sent His Son to die so we might live with Him for ever. 
Does the way we in ter pret Gen e sis re ally make a
difference? 

If Gen e sis is not true, then the rest of Scrip ture 
be comes an un work able con tra dic tion.

Ideas Have Con se quences.  If the world’s phi los o -
phers have agreed on any thing, it is that what one be -
lieves de ter mines how one thinks.  Mil lions of words
have been writ ten on this truth.  The ideas that a per son
em braces in their be lief sys tem – their worldview – will
dom i nate their think ing pro cess so com pletely that the
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out-flow of rea son ing will be 
a seam less con se quence of
those beliefs. 

What you be lieve con -
trols how you think!   In other 
words, your be lief sys tem
dom i nates the way you rea -
son.  So, your con clu sions
are bound to be in agree ment 
with what you be lieve. 
How ever so phis ti cated a
coun ter-ar gu ment may be
ex pressed, once you em -
brace a worldview, no
amount of rea son ing will
shift your con clu sions away
from the core idea.  And ac -
tions fol low in har mony with 
the conclusions.

What you think con trols
what you do!  The more of -
ten an ac tion is re peated, the
more au to matic it be comes. 
Ac tiv ity pat ters, also known
as hab its, de velop with ease!  
Cer tain be hav ior be comes
com fort able and plea sur able.  
And soon we find ra tio nal
jus ti fi ca tion for our hab its
from the as so ci a tion of
like-minded friends who
have ei ther been drawn to us
or us to them by that very be -
hav ior.

What you do con trols
your life style?  Now we have 
an end less loop.  Our be lief
sys tem con trols rea son ing
and men tal im ag ery; the
men tal con cepts gen er ate ac -
tiv ity in har mony with the
core be lief; then the ac tiv ity
be comes in grained as ha bit -
ual be hav ior.  Fi nally, the
mo ti va tional en cour age ment 
of those with sim i lar ideas
re in forces and en riches our
be lief sys tem. 

To Be lieve or Not to Be -
lieve?

Many be liev ers think
cre ation is an ir rel e vant is -
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sue, but the op po site is true.  There are few things more
im por tant to our faith be cause if you be lieve the Gen e sis
ac count is not true, then noth ing in Scrip ture is de pend -
able.  Once you em brace the idea that the early chap ters
of Gen e sis are not his tor i cally ac cu rate, then ev ery thing
in the Bi ble is sub ject to per sonal pref er ence.  If God’s
Word is not a God-in spired re cord of God’s words, then
it’s noth ing more than man’s words – and, there fore, just
as vi a ble as a Hol ly wood movie script, a New York Times
bestseller, or a gossip piece on the evening news.   

If, on the other hand, “ev ery word of God is pure”
(Prov erbs 30:5), then ‘all Scrip ture is given by in spi ra -
tion of God, and is prof it able for doc trine, for re proof, for 
correction, for in struc tion in righ teous ness, that the man
of God may be com plete, thor oughly equipped for ev ery
good work” (2 Tim o thy 3:16-17).  

Ei ther Scrip ture is com pletely ac cu rate and au thor i -
ta tive, or it is not.  Even if we were to as sign cer tain pas -
sages to a “sus pi cious’ cat e gory that ques tions ei ther the
ac cu racy of the words or the his to ric ity of the ac count,
how would we de ter mine which se lec tions to ac cept and
which to abort?  Whose cri te ria would suf fice for us to
use as the standard of approval?

If Gen e sis is not true, then the rest of Scrip ture be -
comes an un work able con tra dic tion.   

Gen e sis Mat ters.  How we view Gen e sis im pacts our 
be lief sys tem.  The first three chap ters clearly in sist that
an om nip o tent and om ni scient Cre ator brought a “very
good” uni verse into ex is tence by His word (Gen e sis
1:31; 2 Pe ter 3:5), and set Adam and Eve as stewards
over that 

Cre ation (Gen e sis 1:26; Psalm 8:5-8), and then
passed judg ment on that cre ation when Adam re belled
against the Cre ator’s au thor ity (Gen e sis 3:17-19); 1 Tim -
o thy 2:14).  That his tor i cal frame work helps us un der -
stand all of hu man his tory and our des per ate need for
Christ’s redemption. 

As the whole of Scrip ture and the sweep ing tes ti -
mony of sci ence con firm, the en tire Uni verse “groans
and la bors” un der God’s judg ment (Gen e sis 3:17;
romans 8:22).  This on go ing re al ity affirms that:

· Adam’s sin is the cause of God’s judgment (Genesis
3:17).

· Death is the end result for every human (Romans
5:12; Hebrews 9:27).

· Death impacts all of creation (Romans 8:22).

· Death is the last enemy to be destroyed (1
Corinthians 15:26).

On the other hand, if death has been around for mil -
lions of years, then sin is not the cause for death, and
death be comes a part of the reg u lar pro cess that brings

about the “better” good be cause it’s the mech a nism that
en ables the “fit” to sur vive.  In the Bi ble, death is an in -
tru sion – a judg ment.  If, how ever, the Bi ble is wrong and 
death is noth ing more than the means by which the in fe -
rior are weeded out, then

· Death cannot be the payment for sin.

· The death of Christ was unnecessary.

· The Gospel is both foolish and irrelevant.  

The en tire Gos pel mes sage stands or falls on the his -
to ric ity and ac cu racy of Gen e sis.  This book of be gin -
nings lays the foun da tion for the rest of Scrip ture.  If you
de stroy the Bi ble’s cred i bil ity, then it is easy to deny the
Bible’s Creator.

The Cre ation en ables us to clearly see God’s Eter nal
Power and His Di vine Na ture (Romans 1:20).  God is the
owner; we are the stew ards.  God is the source of all
power; we only use or adapt what we are given.  God is
the only Holy One; all Cre ation and all cre ated be ings are 
un der the curse of sin.  God is the Om ni scient One; we
are fi nite and inferior.  

GENESIS AND THE COMPLETE GOSPEL 

The Gos pel mes sage de pends on who JESUS is as
much as what He did.  The world be gan when He cre ated
it (Gen e sis 1:1; John 1:1-2).  Through His work on the
Cross and sub se quent Burial and Res ur rec tion, the Lord
Je sus opened the way through which fallen hu man ity can 
be re deemed (1 Co rin thi ans 15:1-4).  And His work will
fi nally be con sum mated when He re turns to claim His
own and “ev ery knee (will) bow, of those in heaven and
of those on earth, and of those un der the earth, and that
ev ery tongue… con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord”
(Philippians 2:10-11).  

 It is the re spon si bil ity of all twice-born to pres ent the 
com plete Gos pel Mes sage.  If we ne glect the Cre ation,
then we ne gate the Om nip o tence of God and nul lify His
Om ni science. If we ne glect the Cross, then we elim i nate
the sin less sub sti tu tion of the only righ teous man who
can sat isfy the Ho li ness of God and ad min is ter the Jus tice 
of the only ONE able to jus tify.  If we ne glect the con -
sum ma tion prom ised by the Cre ator who died in our
stead on the Cross, then there is no hope of Eter nal Life in 
absolute righteousness.  

We are back to Gen e sis.   It all starts there.  If Gen e sis 
is true, then we can trust the rest of Scrip ture that “there
is no other name un der heaven given among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).               

ACTS & FACTS, Institute for Creation Research,
© Copyright 2018, Permission Granted.

3



4

The Autumn Years
By C. W. Arms 

Cheer up!  Be of good cour age!  Old age is nei ther a
sin nor a dis honor.

Most of the folks who at tain unto old age are in one
of three groups.

First, there are some whom it makes bit ter.   
Next, there are some who try to fool them selves and

their neigh bors by pre tend ing that they are not old, as
though it were a thing to be ashamed of.  They like to act
kit ten ish and dress like they were six teen, whereas they
should show sound ness and wis dom.  They want you to
guess their age, hop ing you will make them ten years
youn ger.  You sense their de sire and flat ter them with a
num ber you know is n’t close.  Old age can not com mand 
the honor and the re spect be long ing in it if it acts in sin -
cere and silly.

Then there is the last group: those who ac cept the
rich ness of their years and re joice in them.  As Julia
Ward Howe said, “All the sugar is at the bot tom of the
cup.”  Rob ert Brown ing put it this way: “The last of life,
for which the first was made.” 

There are many whose lat ter days have been their
most fruit ful.  John Wes ley preached un til he was called
Heav en ward at eighty-eight.  Ol i ver Wendell Holmes
wrote some of his most bril liant ju di cial de ci sions at
ninety.  Thomas Ed i son gave us some of his best in ven -
tions be tween the ages of sev enty and eighty.

Old age is the au tumn of life.  It can be made beau ti -
ful with the gold and crim son tint of In dian sum mer; or
it can be made cold, cheer less and dis agree able, like
dead leaves and a pierc ing wind. 

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note: Not only is this very true phys i -
cally/sec u larly, but also very cor rect bib li cally.  Also, as
a born-again sin ner, (Scrip tur ally) no tice what God says 
in Psalm 92:12-15: “The righ teous shall flourish like a
palm tree, He shall grow like a ce dar in Leb a non. 
Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall
flour ish in the court of our God.  They shall still bear
fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flour ish ing, To 
de clare that the LORD is up right; He is my rock, and
there is no un righ teous ness in Him.”  It is stated that
some of the best fruit from the Palm tree is in its
“old-age”!

When the Lights Go out!

By Vi ola Walden
A thun der storm knocks out the lights in our house;

then we dis cover what slaves to gad getry we mod ern
Amer i cans have be come.  We fum ble for a can dle we
have laid away some where.  

Food in the re frig er a tor might spoil.  The elec tric
clock stops.  There is no TV to night — and what greater
ca lam ity can be fall an Amer i can!  Here we sit, wait ing
for the power com pany to come to the rescue.  

That thun der storm would have raised no prob lems
when you and I were young back home on the farm. 
Ker o sene lamps were not both ered by light ning.  The
milk would have been safe in the spring.  The meat was
salted away.  We wound up our clocks, and TV had not
yet in vaded our peace ful nights.  

What a flimsy world of gim micks we have con -
structed – one that can be thrown out of or der by a sim -
ple thun der storm!                                Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Sweet Slumber
I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You

alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8).

By Evan ge list Billy Gra ham 

By any mea sure drug and al co hol de pend ence has
be come one of our great est so cial prob lems.  The is sue
is n’t just il le gal drugs; many de pend on al co hol or
over-the- coun ter or pre scrip tion drugs just to face each
day or to get to sleep at night.  

I’m not a doc tor, of course, and I fully re al ize some
drugs have a le git i mate place un der care ful med i cal su -
per vi sion.  But in my ex pe ri ence far too many peo ple
turn first to drugs or al co hol in stead of to God.  Rather
than face their prob lems and deal with them (with God’s 
help), they use drugs or al co hol to escape.  

But such “so lu tions” never work, and in fact only
make things worse.  No won der the book of Prov erbs
warns that al co hol “at the last… bites like a ser pent,
and stings like a vi per” Prov erbs 23:22.

Don’t let any thing sub sti tute for God (Ed. JESUS). 
He loves you and He wants to give you peace – the
peace that co mes from know ing Him.  Je sus’ prom ise to
His fol low ers is true: “I will give you rest” Mat thew
11:28.   

HOPE FOR TODAY.  No place, prod uct or per son
can bring us the peace and safety our souls de sire.  Only
Je sus can sat isfy our deep est long ings.

HOPE For Each Day, © 2003, by Billy Graham



5

Ed i to rial 
RES

Grace Alone
“For the grace of God that brings sal va tion has ap peared to all men, …not by

work of righ teous ness which we have done, but ac cord ing to His mercy he saved
us, through the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy Spirit whom

He poured out on us abun dantly through Je sus Christ our Sav ior.” 
(Ti tus 2:11 & 3:5) 

In es sence, when was the last time you se ri ously
thought that you and I could have been born in a lo ca -
tion/coun try that has n’t yet re ceived GOD’S Eter nal
Word and His plan of the ‘gift’ of Sal va tion????

This brings ‘us’ to the first point of this ‘ed i to rial’:
God’s Sav ing Grace.  Mar vel ous ‘sav ing Grace’; con -
sid er ing the bib li cal fact that be fore I sought JESUS
for ‘Sal va tion’ that God in His prevenient Grace” (by
the Holy Spirit) was pre par ing my heart in ‘con vict -
ing’ me of my sin and prompt ing me of the need of my
Sav ior – Je sus!  This the Holy Spirit does by ap ply ing
God’s per fect LAW to show me my ‘lost’ sin ner con di -
tion.  God’s per fect Law is the ‘school-mas ter’ –
Romans 7.  “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if
righ teous ness co mes through the law then Christ
died in vain,” but “There fore the law was our tu tor to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be jus ti fied by
faith.”  For “But the Scrip ture has con fined all un der 
sin, that the prom ise by faith in Je sus might be give to 
those who be lieve.” Ti tus 2:21, 3:24, 22.  “But we
know that the law is good if one uses it law fully” 1
Tim o thy 1:8.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of your selves; it is the gift of God”
Ephe sians 2:8.

First God ‘calls’ and we be come ‘awak ened’ sin ners in 
and through our con science by the LAW of God;
whereby we are lost sin ners re gard less with and in our
old na ture which re bels and ac tu ally is ‘dead’ to wards
GOD – Ephe sians 2:1. So how we NEED God’s Law
pro claimed in LOVE per son ally and from be hind the
sa cred desk!

Dur ing the times of God’s awak en ing a ‘lost sin ner’,
the Holy Spirit em pow ers us to re spond per son ally
and pos i tively to God’s call ing; but we still have the
‘old na ture’ and can re sist/harden our ‘hearts’ to wards
Him.  No tice in our text though, that God’s will is that
ALL should be saved and “All that the Fa ther gives
Me will come to Me, and the one who co mes to Me I
will by no means cast out” John 6:37. “For this is

good and ac cept able in the sight of God our Sav ior,
who de sires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowl edge of the truth” 1 Tim o thy 2:3-4.  When a
per son ‘re sists’ God’s call ing, they still are in the ter ri -
tory of Sa tan’s do main and in his grip!  GOD in His
mar vel ous cre ation of hu man ity, gives each per son a
‘choice’ at His time(s) of awak en ing/call ing unto Sal -
va tion, for we are not pup pets!  

EVEN Adam and Eve, who were liv ing in a sin less
sur round ing, had a choice.

GRACE – un mer ited fa vor, un de served, bless ings
– the op po site of Jus tice as it of HIS mercy. 

God’s Sus tain ing Grace: What we call the “Lord’s
Prayer” is ac tu ally Je sus’ re sponse to when the Apos -
tles/dis ci ples asked Him, “Teach us how to pray,” OR
as the Dis ci ples were be ing taught, found in Mat thew
chap ters five and six. Ac tu ally the un saved should not
be pray ing this prayer un less they want to be con -
verted or want to leave this earthly jour ney and be in
Eter nity lost For ever!

Je sus’ per sonal prayer re corded in God’s Eter nal
Book, the BIBLE is found in John 17; which is called
‘Je sus’ high priestly prayer’; in which He prays (verse
17) “Sanc tify them by Your truth, Your word is truth.”
In lay man’s lan guage, the word “Sanc tify” means ‘set
apart and unto’; which is done by the ‘truth’ the Word
of God (Bi ble).  This is the one and only Road-Map
that leads into HEAVEN!  It is in love for Je sus and
thus obe di ence to His Word that di rects a ‘for given
sin ner’ (Mem bers of the Fam ily of GOD) in the ‘sus -
tain ing Grace’ cou pled (Ide ally) in Chris tian Fel low -
ship.  Thus a Chris tian must abide in God’s Word and
un der the hear ing of the same; for faith com eth by
hear ing and hear ing the Word of God.  As there
seemeth a right way unto man, but the end thereof is
the way unto death/de struc tion.   Are you among those 
then that take ‘hu man rea son ing’ cap tive in obe di ence
to the Word of GOD, the Bi ble?  The per son who does
not fear him self has the great est rea son to fear of all;
for Jer e miah 17:9 &10 says: “The heart is de ceit ful
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Your Will and Where You Lean

Dr. Shelton Smith 

When I asked a friend of mine how he felt about Cal -
vin ism, he said, “I’m lean ing that way.”  Some one else
jus ti fied the “soft” con tem po rary mu sic in his church
say ing, “We are lean ing  just a bit that way.”

It is true that a lot of folks are “lean ing” to day, but it
is not “the ev er last ing arms” (Deut. 33:27) on which
they are re posed.  

In your per sonal life and in your church min is try,
what ever di rec tion you are lean ing is where you will ul ti -
mately “land.”

You may not have an nounced the “des ti na tion” of
where you ex pect your min is try to be in three to five
years, but the “di rec tion” you are headed to day tells us in
ad vance where you will be then.

Where you “lean” is al ways sig nif i cant and note wor -
thy. Your “di rec tion” pro phet i cally tells the tale. 

If you lean left, you will not land right.  If you lean
with a wrong crowd, you will not land with the right
crowd.

Even a lit tle bit of un wise lean ing will take you fur -

ther than you might imag ine or ad mit. 
You may lean a lit tle to day and say you can han dle it.   

But what about the next gen er a tion?  They lean a lit tle
with you to day, and when you are gone, they will lean a
lot. What you tol er ate in mod er a tion, it is pre dict able that
the next gen er a tion will do in ex cess.  

I un der stand that lean ing is of ten the easy way to sur -
vive the mo ment.  “Easy” may take you some place but
whether it is where you need to be is a thought to pon der. 
It will be tire some and it will no doubt be costly if you
con tinue up right with no lean, no shift, no drift and no
com pro mise.

Thank fully some who came be fore us stood against
the ris ing tide of their day.  The ques tion we face is: Will
we do like wise in our time?

… all across the land is the need to awaken from
slum ber lest we fall into the abyss where any num ber of
other groups have al ready fallen.  

My breth ren and my sis ters in the Lord, let’s not fal -
ter in the day when we can make a dif fer ence!

No lean, dear ones, no lean!

Sword of The Lord

above all things, And des per ately wicked; Who can
know it?  I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind
Even to give ev ery man ac cord ing to his ways, Ac cord -
ing to the fruit of his do ings.”  

“Be dil i gent to pres ent your self ap proved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly di -
vid ing the word of truth” II Tim o thy 2:15.  “There -
fore, my be loved, as you have al ways obeyed, not as
in my pres ence only; but now much more in my ab -
sence, work out your own sal va tion with fear and
trem bling; for it is  God who works In you both to will 
and to do for His good plea sure” Philippians 2:12-13.

Suf fi cient Grace: What a mar vel ous gift of GRACE
and this ‘Grace’ is more than suf fi cient un til walk ing by 
‘faith’ be comes sight; when you and I are safe for time
and Eter nity, be ing in the very pres ence of the ONE
who is the Giver and Sustainer of all and ev ery good
GIFT!  In other words, we are not among them who
draw back, but look ing unto JESUS as the Au thor and
Fin isher of the gift of a ‘Liv ing Faith’ and have ar rived
at that Crys tal City whose Founder and Maker is God. 
Until then, His Sav ing Grace, Sus tain ing Grace and
Suf fi cient Grace, and IF need be there is GRACE upon
GRACE to be poured out; as this pro vi sion of GRACE
is in ex haust ible as long as I am the NEEDY SINNER! 
There is GRACE avail able in & through Je sus’
BLOOD to par don, cleanse and For give! ‘“And she
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call his name

JESUS, for He will save His peo ple from their sins’”
Mat thew 1:21. “I have fought the good fight, I have
fin ished the race, I have kept the faith.  Fi nally, there 
is laid up for me the crown of righ teous ness, which
the Lord, the righ teous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His ap pear ing” II Tim o thy 4:7-8.

AMAZING GRACE!

What a priv i lege and re spon si bil ity to live in a Coun -
try of We the People &be united in car ing for one an -
other”, a Land of the Strong and Free; gath er ing un der
the flag that is Red, White and Blue, and to be cit i -
zens/al though for eign ers here in this sin ful world and
yet a Cit i zen of Heaven and wher ever you may be that
have the priv i lege of read ing/lis ten ing to the Eter nal
Word of God, the BIBLE!

May you and yours truly ex pe ri ence a Blessed
Thanksgiving Sea son and on and may the ‘good ness
of God’ bring both saved and un saved unto true godly
re pen tance! 

P. S. As you likely know, Chris tian ity is the only ‘re li -
gion’ in this big, wide world whose em pha sis is ‘done’
for YOU and held to gether by LOVE; while all the
other ‘re li gions’ are held to gether by at least some
‘mea sure’ of You must do and fear FOR SALVATION.

IN & through Je sus Christ we are com plete –
Colossians 2:6-10.



From Our Fellowship Circle

E. H. Sisseton, SD
Da vid and I en joyed be ing at your 80th Birth day Party so
much!  And so did Mabel, of course.  It was so good see -
ing you and your fam ily again.  It sure brings back mem -
o ries!  …

The check en closed is from the …Sunday School for the
min is try of the Morn ing Glory.  May the Lord con tinue to 
bless you and your min is try that the Lord has called you
in.

Ed i tor’s Note: In re al ity, many years ago, I never thought
I would reach this ‘age’ in my phys i cal jour ney; be cause I 
thought that the ‘Trum pet Sound’ was go ing to take place 
be fore this time in his tory: but the ONE who changes not
His ‘tim ing’ is most cer tainly dif fer ent than ours!!  As
ALWAYS: but Je sus’ ‘Trum pet Call’ will be ex actly the
right time and you and I must be ready for when ever!  By
the way’ ONLY the ‘saved’ will hear the Trum pet sound!

The ONE who changes not is also very true to ALL of His 
Prom ises, as HE is so faith ful and good!

Amaz ing Grace all the way HOME!

Mrs. E. S. Saint Paul, MN 
To the Morn ing Glory Per sonnel: the en closed $... is for
the work of the Morn ing Glory as a con tri bu tion.  

I sin cerely ap pre ci ate re ceiv ing each is sue of the Morn -
ing Glory.

J. & D. B. Strandquist, MN 
This $... check is given in honor of Pas tor Rodney
Stueland’s 80th Birth day for the fur ther ance of the King -
dom of God through the min is try of the Morn ing Glory,
etc.!

G. R. Kilideer, ND
What is seen is tem po rary, but what is un seen is eter nal,
NIV.

Thank you for the news; News of the Morn ing Glory.

I en joy it so much and I would like to en close more $, but
I be lieve ev ery do na tion does help sup port and en cour -
age this work of the Lord.  

Keep mov ing for ward and the Lord’s bless ings are in this 
pa per.

Moody’s Love for the Fallen 

By Dr. W. E. Hatcher 

One af ter noon when there was some con fu sion a lit -
tle way from the pul pit.  Mr. Moody stopped preach ing
in stantly.  A man un der the in flu ence of li quor had be -
come rest less and was talk ing to those around him.  As
the dis tur bance went on Mr. Moody stood quiet, with out
a word or gesture.

Pres ently the man arose and climbed awk wardly
over the feet of his neigh bors in the pew and walked out
into the aisle.

For the mo ment the au di ence lost sight of Mr. Moody 
and watched the man with un cer tain step shuf fle down
the aisle.  

Just as the door shut be hind the man, Mr. Moody said 
with the most in ex press ible sad ness, “There goes our
brother, our im per iled brother, and who can tell where he
will go and what his end will be?  Must he go alone? 
Does no one care for his soul?”

The words were gen tle and mov ing.  In stantly sev -
eral men ran down the aisles and out through the door in
lov ing pur suit of the wonderer.  

Mr. Moody went on with his ser mon and made no
fur ther ref er ence to the ep i sode.  So great was his mas tery 
of the ser vice that I for got all about the poor drunken
fellow.

I lin gered in con ver sa tion with friends un til the
house was al most empty.  Then walked down the aisle. 
Be tween two of the pews I saw two men on their knees. 
One had his arm around the other who was sob bing bro -
kenly.

It was Mr. Moody and the poor drunk ard, who hda
been brought back, and Mr. Moody was pray ing ear -
nestly.

I do not know what be came of that man, but it is
some thing to know that he felt the em brace of Mr.
Moody’s strong arm and that Heaven heard Mr. Moody’s
plea that there might be mercy for him. 

From that af ter noon I have had a hope ful ness about
the sal va tion of that drunk ard that I never had be fore.

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note: First of all, but for the Grace of God,
you and I could be en ticed and cap tured by the drink of
‘li quor’!  Most cer tainly keep in mind and heart that a
‘drunk ard’ be came such by tak ing the ‘first’ drink!  

Is n’t it won der ful to know that our Al mighty Mir a cle 
GOD is able to de liver those who are so bound?
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable 

Ninety Percent of Pomona College
Students Say Climate Chills Free
Speech 

A sur vey con ducted by Gal lup and the Knight
Foun da tion found that many stu dents at the lib eral arts
col lege in Clare mont, Cal i for nia do not feel com fort able 
ex press ing their po lit i cal  views with their pro fes sors or
piers.

Eighty-eight per cent of stu dents agreed that the cli -
mate on cam pus pre vent stu dents and fac ulty “from say -
ing things they be lieve be cause oth ers might find them
of fen sive.”  Slightly more than half of all col lege stu -
dents na tion wide said the same.  Among the Pomona
Col lege fac ulty, 63 per cent agreed the cli mate has a
hilling ef fect on po ten tially offensive speech.    

A… soph o more at Pomona Col lege who wished to
re main anon y mous said he was afraid of be ing “so cially
shunned” for go ing against the “cam pus cul ture dogma” 
at Pomona …

Self-iden ti fied “very lib eral” stu dents ex pressed the 
least anx i ety with shar ing their po lit i cal views.  Sev -
enty-two per cent said they are com fort able discussing
their po lit i cal be liefs with their pro fes sors, and 85 per -
cent said they have no trou ble talk ing about pol i tics with 
their peers…
                 gopusa.com 

Tennessee Schools Posting “In God We
Trust” in Every School 

Start ing now with the open ing of school all pub lic
schools in Ten nes see are re quired by law to post the na -
tional motto “prom i nently” in the school.  

The bill passed in March with over whelm ing sup -
port of both the house and the sen ate and was signed by
the gov er nor in April.

One can’t help but won der how quickly this will get
the at ten tion of the Amer i can Civil Lib er ties Un ion and
the Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion.  They will un -
doubt edly try to stop this in the courts.

SWORD PRESS SERVICE 

Animus Toward Country and Free
Market Capitalism Begins in
Elementary School 

As au thor Wil liam J. Federer ex plains, an i mus to -

ward their own coun try and free mar ket cap i tal ism
among many youn ger Amer i cans – even Chris tians – is
no ac ci dent but the re sult of a con di tion ing pro cess that
be gins in the el e men tary and sec ond ary schools and
goes into overdrive in universities.

“There is ac tu ally a so cial ist-com mu nist tac tic
called ‘de cons truc tion’ where you sep a rate a peo ple
from their past, get them into a neu tral po si tion where
they do not re mem ber where they came from; then you
can eas ily brain wash them into what ever fu ture you
have planned for them,” he writes in his book, Who is
the King in Amer ica and Who Are the Coun sel ors to the
King? (Amerisearch Inc, 2017).   

The dove tails with the so cial ist credo to build the
“new so cial ist man” on the ashes of pre vi ous so ci et ies. 
It’s why the left tears down stat ues and re cast great fig -
ures of the past like Chris to pher Co lum bus and Thomas
Jef fer son as mon sters – if they men tion them at all in the
history textbooks.

In fact, the most in flu en tial his tory text of the last
sev eral de cades is Howard Zinn’s A Peo ple’s His tory of
the United States.  This es sen tially Marx ist book prints a 
pic ture of Amer ica as an evil empire…

A ma jor prob lem for those try ing to coun ter cul tural
Marx ism is the left ward tilt of so cial me dia.  Facebook
and Twit ter, plus Google and Vimeo, have been caught
sup press ing con ser va tive view points and boost ing pro -
gres sive posts and vid eos.

Gopusa.com 

Canada’s Largest Private Christian
University Drops Ban on Same-Sex
Relationships 

Trin ity West ern Uni ver sity, Can ada’s larg est pri -
vately funded Chris tian Uni ver sity, will no lon ger re -
quire stu dents to sign a com mu nity Cov e nant agree ing
to ab stain from same-sex and other re la tion ships out side 
mar riage be tween a man and a woman.

The …uni ver sity, which en rolls about 4,000 stu -
dents an nu ally, an nounced …its de ci sion to scrap man -
da tory agree ment to the cov e nant as part of the
ad mis sions process…

The de ci sion co mes some two months af ter the Su -
preme Court of Can ada up held the de nial of ac cred i ta -
tion to the uni ver sity’s pro posed law school due to
con cerns about the cov e nant and dis crim i na tion against



LGBT students…
(Pres i dent Rob ert G. J Kuhn said the school’s mis -

sion will re main ‘bib li cally based” de spite the change in
the uni ver sity’s ad mis sions pol icy.

Leonardo Blair, christianpost.com

Healthiest amount of alcohol may be
none 

To min i mize health risks, the op ti mal amount of al -
co hol some one should con sume is none. That’s the sim -
ple, surpris ing con clu sion of a massive study,
co-authored by 512 re search ers from 243 institutions,
pub lished Thurs day in the Lan cet. 

The re search ers built a da ta base of more than a
thousand al co hol stud ies and data sources, as well as
death and dis abil ity re cords from 195 coun tries and ter ri -
to ries be tween 1990 and 2016. The goal was to es ti mate
how much al co hol af fects the risk of 23 health prob lems.
The number that jumped out, in the end, was zero. Any -
thing more than that was as so ci ated with health risks. 

“What has been underappreciated, what’s sur pris ing, 
is that no amount of drink ing is good for you,” said
Emmanuela Gakidou, a pro fes sor of global health at the
Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton and the se nior au thor of the re -
port. 

“Peo ple should no lon ger think that a drink or two a
day is good for you. What’s best for you is to not drink at
all,” she said.

The re port found that 2.8 mil lion peo ple across the
globe died in 2016 of al co hol-re lated causes, which is
about the same pro por tion ally as the 2.0 mil lion who died 
in 1990. For peo ple ages 15 to 49, alcohol is the lead ing
risk fac tor for ex pe ri enc ing a neg a tive health outcome.

This is a so ber ing re port for the roughly 2 bil lion
peo ple who drink al co hol. The re port chal lenges the
controversial hy poth e sis that moderate drink ing pro vides 
a clear health ben e fit. That notion took hold in the 1990s
af ter news re ports on the “French par a dox”: The French
have rel a tively low rates of heart dis ease de spite a fatty
diet. Some re search ers pointed to red wine con sump tion
among the French as po ten tially protective. 

Nu mer ous peer-re viewed stud ies found ev i dence
that peo ple who have a drink or two a day are less likely
to have heart dis ease than peo ple who ab stain or drink
ex ces sively. 

But the new study, while not ing the lower risks of
heart dis ease from mod er ate drinking, as well as a dip in
the diabetes rate in women, found that many other health
risks off set and over whelm the health ben e fits. That in -
cludes the risk of breast can cer, larynx can cer, stroke, cir -
rho sis, tu ber cu lo sis, in ter per sonal vi o lence, self-harm

and transportation accidents. 

Taken from The Star Tribune, August 25, 2018

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Watchful Care 

“Do not I fill heaven and earth?” de clares the LORD.” 
Jer e miah 23:24

(Please read also: Jer e miah 23:20-24)

Be fore he raced out the door to school, I asked my
son if he had brushed his teeth.  Ask ing again, I re minded
him of the im por tance of tell ing the truth.  Un moved by
my gen tle ad mon ish ment, he half jok ingly in formed me
that what I re ally needed was a se cu rity cam era in the
bath room.  Then I could check for my self if he had
brushed his teeth and he would n’t be tempted to lie.

While the pres ence of a se cu rity cam era may help re -
mind us to fol low the rules, there are still places we can
go un no ticed or ways we can avoid be ing seen   Al though 
we may evade or trick a se cu rity cam era, we fool our -
selves if we think we are ever out side the gaze of God. 

God asks, “Who can hide in se cret places so that I
can not see them?” (Jer e miah 23:24).  There is both an
en cour age ment and a warn ing in his ques tion.   

The warn ing is that we can not hide from God.  We
can’t out run or fool him.  Ev ery thing we do is vis i ble to
Him.

The en cour age ment I find is that there is no place on
earth or in the heav ens where we are out side the watch ful
care of our heav enly Fa ther.  Even when we feel alone,
God is with us.  (Ed. Provided that we know JESUS as
our per sonal care pro vider and to know HE knows/sees
even our thoughts AND HE sees the thoughts of both the
saved and lost sin ner!)  No mat ter where we go to day
may the aware ness of that truth en cour age us to choose
obe di ence to His Word and re ceive com fort – He watches 
over us. 

Lord Je sus, thank You that there is no where I can go
that is out side of Your lov ing gaze.  Know ing You see
me, help me to honor You with my words and ac tions.

We are never out side the watch ful 
care of our heav enly Fa ther.

Our Daily Bread, © 2018 Our Daily Bread Ministries – 
Permission Granted 
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The Burning Bush – Part III
This is the third in a se ries of ar ti cles about the en coun -
ter of Mo ses with God at the Burn ing Bush in Ex o dus
chap ter three.  This en coun ter will show us the char ac ter 
and na ture of God.  This should be the goal of ev ery true
Chris tian – To know God for Who He is in His fulness –
as ex pressed in John 17:3, “And this is eter nal life, that
they may know Thee, the only true God, and Je sus
Christ whom Thou hast sent.”

I saw a doc u men tary of a vil lage of peo ple.  I didn’t
rec og nize where they were from, but they lived near a
vol cano.  They gave of fer ings and sac ri fices down the
throat of that vol cano.  The thought was that they would
ap pease the god of the vol cano so that it would n’t erupt
against them.  You see, the god of this vol cano was far
away and he was n’t very happy ei ther.  If they did n’t
bring these sac ri fices – he would be come angry and
erupt against them.

God the Tran scen dent

I won der if we per ceive the Lord God that way.  As
we study the char ac ter and na ture of God, we might
come to the same con clu sion that these vil lage peo ple
did – that God is far away in heaven.  We can look at the
heav ens and the gal ax ies – es pe cially now with
high-pow ered tele scopes – and see the vast ness of the
whole cre ated or der.  We re al ize that God is on His
throne SOMEWHERE DISTANT ruling over all of this.

In fact, He is tran scen dent over time it self (v. 6).  He
states that He is the God of the Pa tri archs.  These peo ple
lived over 400 years ago, yet God speaks about them in
the pres ent tense – “I am the God” not “I Was the God.”

As such, God is dis tant and not con nected with us. 
It’s not like you can walk up to Him and have a con ver -
sa tion with Him here on earth.  Even when we go to
church we don’t ac tu ally see Him or hear Him au di bly. 
God can seem like just a dis tant per son, or per haps just a 
phi los o phy of life and mo ral ity, and not a per sonal liv -
ing God.  In fact, 56% of peo ple polled be lieve that God
is just a non-per sonal force.

In ad di tion to this is God’s Ho li ness (v. 5).  When
Mo ses tried to come near to God, he was told to stop. 
God’s Ho li ness and our sin ful ness means that there is a
sep a ra tion be tween us.  Even if we wanted to come up
close to God, we are not able to do so.  It’s al most like
God has a sign posted stat ing: “KEEP OUT!”

When we con sider these things about God, we
might come to the same con clu sion that the peo ple in the 
vil lage did about the vol cano god.  He is dis tant from us 
and you can’t ap proach di rectly.  If you don’t ap pease

Him with of fer ings and sac ri fices, He will erupt against
you.  Part of this be lief is true to a point.  God is dis tant
from His cre ation.  He is tran scen dent above all things
and therefore re mains dis tant.  As a Spirit be ing in
heaven, He is sep a rate from all cre ation and all peo ple.  

But the Lord is also very dif fer ent from this:

God the Im mi nent

God is also up close and per sonal with peo ple.  This
is what we see in this en coun ter with Mo ses.  God
Hears (2:23; 3:9).  When the Pha raoh of Egypt died, the 
peo ple cried out to God.  When they cried out to God,
He heard them.  They were n’t just cry ing out to thin air
or just the wall in side.  They were cry ing out to God, and 
when they did, God heard them.  God is now hear ing
what hu man peo ple have to say to Him, and He is hear -
ing in a way that He un der stands the di lemma they are in 
and knows what’s go ing on.  Is n’t that nice to know
when we cry out to God?

God also Sees (2:25; 3:7, 9).  Af ter God heard their
groan ing, He looked down upon the peo ple (2:25).  God 
not only sees what’s go ing on, but He sees in a way that
He is go ing to do some thing about their prob lem. (3:7,
9)  Here you see the mercy and com pas sion of the Lord
for His peo ple.  In other words, it’s not only that God
can see what’s go ing on in peo ple’s lives, but His see ing
is con nected with His heart for His peo ple.  This is fur -
ther dem on strated when:

God Co mes Down (v. 8).  The tran scen dent God
who is re moved from His cre ation is sud denly in the
here and now.  He is no lon ger just an im per sonal God
sit ting on a throne off some where in heaven.  God is
now pres ent on the earth, spe cif i cally among His peo -
ple.  When He co mes down, God acts on be half of His
peo ple TO DELIVER!(v. 8).  God not only co mes
down to dwell, but He also co mes to be a War rior on be -
half of His peo ple.

God Will Be With His peo ple (v. 12).  God prom -
ised Mo ses that He would be with Him per son ally.  How 
much more up close and per sonal can you get than this? 
Can you think of any greater thing than to have the Al -
mighty ac com pa ny ing you on your jour ney?  Think
what a re lief this would be to the ears of Mo ses as he is
get ting ready to go against Pha raoh.  Pha raoh might be
the great est in the land, but God is the great est of all –
Pe riod!

God is con cerned about His Peo ple per son ally (v. 
16).  God does not sit in heaven aloof of all the evil that
takes place in the world.  He has a con cern for peo ple
and for all the in jus tice that takes place in the world.  I
get the im pres sion that God knew all along what was
hap pen ing in Egypt, and that He was con cerned about it.  



But He did n’t de cide to act UNTIL the peo ple cried out to 
Him (2:23).  It makes you won der why the peo ple waited
so long to cry out to God for help.  Per haps this was their
last re sort and not their first.

All of these prom ises are now ours in Je sus!

What God prom ised to be for Mo ses is now ours in
Je sus.  Je sus is this God of Mo ses made flesh, “And the
Word be came Flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
The tran scen dent God oft he Uni verse is now here as a
real live hu man be ing – God Came Down (v. 8)  God is
now up close and per sonal and pres ent to us.  Peo ple
could then see and touch God di rectly and con verse back
and forth with Him.  God Him self is now Up Close and
Per sonal with Peo ple di rectly – as a hu man Him self. 
Everything that God prom ised to be for Mo ses is what Je -
sus is to us now.  

1) Just as God saw all that was hap pen ing in
Egypt to His peo ple, Je sus now sees what is hap pen ing in 
your life.  He is not ig no rant to the things that you are fac -
ing be cause He sees.  Je sus could see into places He had
not been and even into peo ple’s hearts, so He sees you.

2) Just as God Heard the cries of His peo ple, so
Je sus hears when you call upon Him.  He could hear
when peo ple called upon Him, even when they were far
away.  So ev ery time that you call upon the Lord, He will
hear.

3) Just as God dwelled Per son ally With Mo ses,
so Je sus dwells per son ally with Us.  “Christ in me, the
hope of Glory” (Col. 1:23).  Je sus is now Up Close and
Per sonal to us.  He not only lives with us, but He de sires
to Live INSIDE Us.  That’s why we talk of Je sus be ing
your own PERSONAL Sav ior.

4) Just as God was Con cerned about His Peo -
ple, so Je sus is con cerned about what is hap pen ing in
your life.  When Je sus was called to the death of Laz a rus,
He loved Mary and Mar tha and was moved with com pas -
sion for them and the oth ers and “Je sus Wept” (John
11:35).  This is the con cern that Je sus has for you.  Do
you be lieve this?  Je sus is con cerned for you and the op -
pres sion you are ex pe ri enc ing.

Now that Je sus has as cended back to heaven, we now 
have the Holy Spirit.  God is now up close and per sonal
to us all the time.  All the bless ing of the Up Close and
Per sonal Sav ior can now come to each one of us.  When
Je sus was here phys i cally, He could only be in one place
at a time, and deal with those peo ple there.  But now the
Holy Spirit is given to all who re ceive Christ as their Sav -
ior, and the up close and per sonal God is with Us all the
time

He is ever pres ent to Help you, because that is one of
His ti tles – The Helper (Jhn. 14:26).

What do we learn about the char ac ter and na ture of
God from this en coun ter?

God is dis tant in His Of fice as Ruler of the Uni verse.
He is also up close and per sonal to peo ple.
He co mes to be the per sonal Helper to your life – To

be ever pres ent and con cerned about you and your prob -
lems of life.  This He has done in Je sus – God Has Come
Down to this world to be pres ent with Peo ple.

The Holy Spirit now re sides in the heart of all be liev -
ers and He brings all those bless ings of Je sus to us all the
time.  Have you availed your self of the pres ence and help
that the Lord wants to bring to your life?  Or do you go to
Him only as a last re sort?

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

God’s Rest 

It is the evening hour;

And thankfully, 

Father, Thy weary child 

Has come to Thee.

I lean my aching head

Upon Thy breast; 

And there, and only there,

I am a rest.

Thou knowest all my life,

Each petty sin;

Nothing is hid from Thee,

Without, within.

All that I have or am 

Is wholly Thine; 

So is my soul at peace, 

For Thou art mine.

Tomorrow’s dawn may find 

Me here, or there; 

It matters little, since Thy love 

Is everywhere! 
              John Wil lis
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“O come let us wor ship and bow down: let
us kneel be fore the Lord our maker.” 

(Psalm 95:6)

There is some thing sym bolic in kneel ing be fore
God.  It typ i fies the heart’s re la tion to Him.  

First, it sig ni fies re spect.  True, we come to our Fa -
ther when we pray.  But He is the al mighty Fa ther who
dwells in heaven.  We have bro ken His Law and de serve
His wrath.  We can de mand noth ing.  But He has in His
mercy told us to come.  There fore, we seek Him.  But we 
ap proach Him with re spect.  We kneel.

Next, the bended knees sig nify the bended will. 
When we pray we do not try to as sert our own will.  We
con fi dently bring our pe ti tions to God.  But we leave the 
an swer ing of our prayers to Him, and al ways add: Not
my will be done, but Thine.

“O come, let us kneel be fore the Lord our maker.”

“O wor ship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.” (Psalm 96:9)

Ad o ra tion is the high est rung on the lad der of
prayer.  From that rung it is not far to heaven’s bless ed -
ness.  

Prayer be gins with a sigh, “God be mer ci ful to me a
(the) sin ner.”   It con tin ues as the soul brings its pe ti -
tions to God.  From pe ti tions prayer ad vances to
thanksgiving.  Joy fol lows thanksgiving.  The more we
give thanks the more we find for which to be thank ful. 
The great ness and the good ness of God in creases as we
con sider them.  Af ter a while the thanksgiving pro ceeds
to ad o ra tion.  The soul is filled with praise of God’s love
and maj esty.  The bands of the tongue are loosed, and
the heart over flows.  “Thine is the king dom, and the
power, and the glory for ever and ever.”

“O wor ship the Lord in the beauty of ho li ness.”

“Ye that love the Lord, hate evil.” 
(Psalm 97:10)

In the story of Cre ation we read: “And God saw the
light that it was good: and God di vided the light from
the dark ness” Gen e sis 1:4.  

As in na ture, so also in the world of the spirit: there
is a di vi sion be tween light and dark ness, be tween good
and evil.  We can not choose the good with out at the
same time re ject ing that which is evil.  We can not turn to 
God with out at the same time turn ing our back upon sin.  
“The friend ship of the world is en mity with God” James
4:4.   

“Ye that love the Lord hate evil.”
Try no com pro mise.  Good and evil can not be

united.
True, we are to love all men, even those who are

evil.  But we are to hate their sin ful acts and never share
their wick ed ness.  Love for God gives power to for sake
all evil.

“The Lord our God is holy.” (Psalm 99:9)

One of the truths most of ten set forth in the book of
Psalms is this: “Gra cious is the Lord, and righ teous;
yea, our God is mer ci ful” Psalm 116:5.  The heart that
hun gers for grace needs to hear it over and over again.  

But if we are not go ing to re ceive the grace of God
in vain, it is also nec es sary to hold fast to the thought
which God’s Word for to day holds forth: “The Lord
our God is holy.”  

We can not flirt with sin in the hope that God will
show mercy.  God is holy.  Noth ing un clean can stand
be fore Him.  We must not play with temp ta tion.  We
must never har bor sin in our hearts.  God for gives sin,
which so of ten takes us by sur prise; but we must never
re main in sin.  In the power of God we must hon estly
fight against it, and never for get that “the Lord our God
is holy.”

“My heart is smitten, and withered like
grass; so that I forget to eat my bread.” 

(Psalm 102:4)

The grass may be lux u ri ant and green, but sud denly
it be gins to turn yel low, and af ter a lit tle while it is with -
ered.  Spread ing weeds have taken all the mois ture out
of the soil.  The grass does not get its daily and needed
nour ish ment, and there fore it withers.

The same may hap pen to the soul.  “My heart is
smit ten, and with ered like grass; so that I for get to eat
my bread.”

It is dan ger ous to ne glect the daily care of the soul. 
No life can con tinue with out nour ish ment.  Do not for -
get “to eat your bread.”  

And be ware of all that would hin der you from tak -
ing your daily, spir i tual nour ish ment.

Live in the pres ence of God, so that your soul may
be like the lux u ri ant, green grass.

All the devotions on this page are from:  Streams of
Gladness, by Fredrik Wisloff, © 1958 Augsburg

Publishing House, Permission Granted.



CO – WORKERS WITH GOD 
By Ludvig Hope 

“For we are God’s fellow-workers; ye are
God’s husbandry, God’s building.” 

(1 Co rin thi ans 3:9)

(Ed i tor – “For we are His work man ship, cre ated in
Christ Je sus for good works, which God pre pared be -
forehand that we should walk in them”  (Ephe sians
2:10.)

The first truth that we learn from this verse is that
God is work ing.  Sec ondly, we see that God has ar ranged
His work in such a man ner that we may work with Him. 
He has lov ingly taken His chil dren into part ner ship with
Him self; He has made us full-fledged work ers with Him.  
It ap pears that God’s work on earth can not be fully done
with out our co-op er a tion.  These two truths should fill
ev ery Chris tian with grat i tude and joy.  

From the very be gin ning of time – and even ear lier –
God has been work ing for us.  He cre ated the uni verse for 
us and our use; through which He serves us to day.  In
Christ He came down to earth and walked among men,
not to be served, but to be of ser vice.  His whole life was a 
con tin u ous chain of lov ing ser vice.  As the vic tor over the 
king dom of Sa tan, Je sus now ap pears be fore the Fa ther
on our be half; He in ter cedes for us and will serve us there 
un til the end of time.  The Holy Spirit goes from soul to
soul of those who have heard the Word night and day,
year af ter year and gen er a tion af ter gen er a tion, He never
once be comes weary of win ning men for Christ.  When a
soul has been won for Christ, the Spirit con tin ues His
lov ing care; He pro tects him from dan ger and wards off
all evil un til we have safely reached our true Fa ther land.

The Fa ther is so lic i tous for our wel fare through out
our life.  He has asked us to cast all our cares upon Him,
and He will care for us.

The an gels stand be fore the face of God, ready to do
His bid ding; at His com mand they go forth to serve the
saints or to pour vi als of His wrath upon the stub born
race.  They brought Lot out of sin ful Sodom into the
safety of Zoar.  They took coals from the al tar and
touched the lips of Isa iah; then his in iq uity van ished and
he vol un teered his ser vice to the Lord.  They came to
Dan iel to com fort him and to re veal to him God’s plan of
work un til the end of time.  They  opened the gates of the
prison in which Pe ter sat, loosed the chains from his
hands and brought him out.  An an gel ap peared to Paul
dur ing the storm and re vealed to him that there would be
no loss of life in the storm.

John stands on the is land of Patmos while God

through Christ and His an gels draws aside the cur tain
which hides the fu ture. There he is per mit ted to see in
broad out line the bat tle which the race must fight be fore
all seals on the Book of Life can be bro ken by Him who
has taken the Book in His hand   He sees that the prince of 
dark ness is bound, and the Prince of Life stands as the
eter nal light in that ce les tial city; God is all in all.  

These same min is ter ing spir its walk among us to day
to do God’s’ bid ding.  Many a sea man has been guided
through storm and treach er ous breaker in a pitch-black
night to a ha ven of safety.  An gels hold our chil dren by
the hand as they play by the edge of the cliff.  It is won -
der ful to know that God thus cares for us.  If our eyes
could be fully opened to the great ness of these things, our 
hearts would over flow with grat i tude. 

At times I am over whelmed by the great ness of the
thought that God would stoop to be our ser vant as Fa ther
and Sav ior!  We mar vel and re joice when we see God’s
work in cre ation; but when we one day shall see His work 
of sal va tion com pleted, and re al ize that we our selves are
a part of that per fect work, then we shall not only wish to
thank Him, for all that is in us shall praise His Name. 

Paul had a vi sion of his when he was caught up into
the third heaven.  He was so moved by the great ness of
the idea of be ing God’s co-worker that he broke forth
with these words: “But I hold not my life of any ac count
as dear unto my self, so that I may ac com plish my
course, and the min is try I re ceived from the Lord Je sus, 
to tes tify the gos pel of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24. 
This was Paul’s eval u a tion of the priv i lege of be ing
God’s co-worker.

SPIRIT AND POWER, by Ludvig Hope,
© Copyright1959 by Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation.

VOTE!!!

There is NO ques tion that ‘we’ as cit i zens in the
USA have a GOD-GIVEN priv i lege and re spon -
si bil ity to VOTE!  Af ter prayer ful con sid er ation, 
be sure to vote.  The ‘choices’ you have to make
for “we the peo ple” might not be your pref er -
ence, but very, very likely there is a ‘dif fer ence’
in the choice of who you are to vote for; vote for
the best choice in your prayer ful con sid er ation. 
YES, each ‘vote’ does make a dif fer ence!  So,
please prayer fully vote for ‘we the peo ple’, vote
your ‘con science’, not your pock et book!
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ARE YOU LOVED?

I don’t know how many times peo ple have come to
me ask ing the ques tion “Does God love me?”  or “Why
does n’t God love me any more?” I find most of the time
when peo ple are ask ing these ques tions they are look ing 
at their cir cum stances.  I take them to the Bi ble in 1 John 
4:16, and let them read: God is Love!”  Next we go back
to the book of Gen e sis and see how God cre ated Adam
and Eve in the be gin ning be cause He was lonely and
wanted some one to love and share life with.  God’s na -
ture is LOVE.  God’s kind of love al ways seeks the aery
best for a per son.  God will never give you sec ond best,
nor will He lead you wrong.  His na ture will not allow it.

When we be gin to ques tion God’s love, we need to
look at the Cross.  It is here that we see God dem on strat -
ing His deep love for us in a unique way.  John 3:16 tells
us “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
be got ten Son.” When we know He loves us, we can be -
lieve and trust.  When you trust Him you can obey Him.
Some one who re ally loves you would never hurt you. 
God loves you and wants to guide you step by step. 

Sup pose we are trapped in en emy ter ri tory.  We find
our selves sur rounded by a mine field.  We don’t know
where the mine’s are lo cated be cause they are bur ied un -
der ground, but we have to get out of this place.  Would -
n’t it be great to have some one who knew where the
mines were lo cated and could lead us thru the area
safely?  They could di rect us step by step.  I rather think 
you would…!

Life has many mine fields or trou bles; we need
some one to di rect us and show us the way.  God does not 
want you to miss out on His best.  He does not want your 
life to be wrecked or blown up.  We need to look to God
for di rec tion and help.   He is there to di rect our steps
down the path and to keep us off the things that would
de stroy or harm our live’s path and to keep us off the
things that would de stroy or harm our lives.  God wants
us to have life and have it more abun dantly.  See John
10:10.  

Thought: God’s com mands do not re strict us; rather
they free us to grow and ma ture.

One Hundred and Three Devotions 
by (Pastor) James (Jim) Mizell,

THE GRACE OF GRATITUDE 

By Evan ge list Billy Gra ham 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord  (Psalm 92:1)
The Pil grim Fa thers who landed at Plym outh in

Amer ica in 1620 knew noth ing of the boun ti ful pros per -
ity that so many peo ple en joy to day.  Dur ing that first
long win ter, seven times as many graves were made for
the dead as homes were built for the liv ing.  Seed, im -
ported from Eng land, failed to grow, and a ship that was
to bring food and re lief brought thirty-five more mouths
to feed, but not an ounce of pro vi sions.  They caught
fish, hunted wild fowl and ven i son.  They had a lit tle
Eng lish meal and some Indian corn.

Yet their lives were marked by a spirit of con stant
thank ful ness.   On one oc ca sion Wil liam Brewster, ris -
ing from a scanty Plym outh din ner of clams and wa ter,
gave thanks to God “for the abun dance of the sea and the 
trea sures hid in the sand.”

Ac cord ing to to day’s stan dards, they had lit tle; but
they pos sessed a sense of great grat i tude.  Grat i tude is
one of the great est Chris tian graces; in grat i tude, one of
the most vi cious sins.  Ask God to open your eyes to all
the bless ings He has be stowed on you, and to give you a
fresh spirit of grat i tude – not just at this sea son of the
year, but always.

HOPE FOR TODAY:  An un grate ful heart min i -
mizes God’s bless ings and fo cuses on what is not pro -
vided.  The grace of grat i tude is that we no lon ger see
what is lack ing and, in stead, are in awe that we’ve been
given so much.

HOPE for Each Day, © 2003, by Billy Graham.

Ed i tor’s Note: One of many ‘sins’ clearly stated in
God’s Eter nal Book, the Bi ble, by spe cific name is
ENVY – “Be ye not en vi ous,” both for the Chris tian and
the non-be liever!  

PRAYER is not just ask ing God for ‘for give ness’
and things we want; but also should in clude
thanksgiving and praise unto GOD for whom HE is and
what HE has done for us!

As I am writ ing this I am re minded of a gen tle man
(ac quain tance) that has told me, “GOD has n’t given or
done any thing for me!”  Then I ‘re minded’ him the ‘gift’ 
of life; which he ad mit ted, but stat ing that is all!  How
tragic and sad; as it ap pears unto me not only yet ‘lost’ in 
his ‘sins’ but bit ter ness has set in!

GOD in spired through the psalm ist the fol low ing:
“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!  For His
mercy en dures for ever”   Ps. 107:1. An other ex am ple is
James 1:17.  

JESUS gave ‘thanks’ be fore HE mi rac u lously
proved for the crowd af ter HE gave ‘thanks’.  (Matt.
15:36)  Even while in sti tut ing the “Lord’s Sup per”; be -
fore fac ing the CROSS for you and me: HE gave
“thanks”. (Luke 22:17, 19, He brews 12:2 – 4).  



The Death Penalty – Yes or No? 
Dr. Shelton Smith 

For years the use of the death pen alty (cap i tal pun ish -
ment) has been a sub ject of de bate with pas sion ate ad vo -
cates on both sides.

In the po lit i cal arena, most con ser va tives, though not 
all, have fa vored the death pen alty for what are typ i cally
called cap i tal of fenses. At the same time, most lib er als,
though not all, are to tally op posed to it. 

In ‘Chris tian’ cir cles the di vide is quite sim i lar. 
Those who iden tify as con ser va tive Bi ble be liev ers are
more likely to say yes to the use of the death pen alty
while those who are more lib eral will likely say no.  

At this mo ment right here in Nash ville we have a big
brou haha go ing on about the pend ing ex e cu tion of a
crim i nal.  In this case, the stall ing tac tic be ing em ployed
cen ters around whether or not le thal in jec tion is a hu -
mane way to do it.

Then on July 27 there was a big an nounce ment from
the Vat i can in Rome.  Cath o lic doc trine for many years
had al lowed the death pen alty in ex treme cases, but the
cur rent pope now says that it should not be used in any
case. This an nounce ment made news be cause it changed
Cath o lic doc trine; but it re ally is not a sur prise, be cause
this pope is by al most any stan dard of mea sure ment a
liberal.  

But the real is sue here is not what the Cath o lics, the
Bap tists or any one else has to say!  The ques tions we
should be ask ing are:

1. Has God said any thing on this;
2. If He has, what did He say; 
3. Does the Bi ble ad dress the mat ter?

Well, the fact is, yes, the Lord has ad dressed it.   Al -
though I’m not go ing to be ex haus tive here, let’s look in
the Bi ble and see.

In the Old Tes ta ment: 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his

blood be shed: for in the im age of God made he man”
Gen e sis 9:6. 

“But if any man hate his neigh bor, and lie in wait for
him, and rise up against him, and smite him mor tally that
he die, and fleeth into one of these cit ies: Then the el ders
of his city shall send and fetch him thence, and de liver
him unto the hand of the avenger of blood that he may
die” Deut. 19:11-12.

In the New Tes ta ment: 
“For rul ers are not a ter ror to good works, but to the

evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power?  Do that

which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:
For he is the min is ter of God to thee for good.  But if thou
do that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the
sword in vain; for he is the min is ter of God, a re venger to
ex e cute wrath upon him that doeth evil” Romans 13:3-4. 

We need Chris tians to stand up tall on stuff like this
in stead of cav ing in to the po lit i cal cor rect, cul tur ally pal -
at able non sense flow ing around us.   

Based on Bi ble pre ce dents and prin ci ples, we be lieve 
that so ci ety is ab so lutely jus ti fied in the use of cap i tal
pun ish ment for cap i tal crimes.

The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s note: In no cent un til no doubt what so ever
proven guilty!  “Be cause the sen tence against an evil
work is not ex e cuted speed ily, there fore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” Ec cle si as tes
8:11.  “Who ever will not ob serve the law of your God and 
the law of the king, let judg ment be ex e cuted speed ily on
him, whether it be death, or ban ish ment, or con fis ca tion
of goods, or im pris on ment” Ezra 7:26.  Nat u rally this
‘com mand’ is to be ‘fol lowed’ pro vided it is not con trary
to Scrip ture.  “He shall judge the world in righ teous ness,
And He shall ad min is ter judg ment for the peo ples in up -
right ness” Psalm 9:8.

There fore I live for to day –

Cer tain of find ing at sun rise
Guid ance and strength for the way,
Power for each mo ment of weak ness, 
Hope for each mo ment of pain,
Com fort for ev ery sor row, 
Sun shine and joy af ter rain!
            Anon y mous 

LOVE

We some times fear to bring our trou bles to God be -
cause they must seem so small to him who sitteth on the
cir cle of the earth.  But if they are large enough to vex and 
en dan ger our wel fare, they are large enough to touch His
heart of love.  For love does not mea sure by a mer chant’s
scales nor with a sur veyor’s chain.  It hath a del i cacy
which is un known in any han dling of ma te rial sub -
stances.

            R. A. Torrey
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Up Date 

Seven Scrip tural Stan dards 
for Suc cess ful Stew ard ship 

Please read II Co rin thi ans 8 & 9

In II Co rin thi ans, chap ters 8 and 9, the Scrip tural 
stan dards for suc cess ful stew ard ship are re corded. 
We rec og nize them and re port them to you in this
brief study.  Scrip tural stew ard ship, suc cess ful stew -
ard ship is to be done 

1. Per son ally – “As ye abound in ev ery -
thing…see that ye abound in this grace also” – II
Co rin thi ans 8:7.  “Ev ery man ac cord ing as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give” – II Co rin thi -
ans 9:7.

2. Pur pose fully – “As he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give” – II Co rin thi ans 9:7.  “And be -
yond their power the were will ing of them selves” – II 
Co rin thi ans 8:3.

3. Pos i tively – “….not grudg ingly, or of ne -
ces sity: for God loveth a cheer ful giver” – II Co rin -
thi ans 9:2.

“Their deep pov erty abounded unto the riches of 
their lib er al ity” – II Co rin thi ans 8:2.

4. Pa tiently – “How that in a great trial of
af flic tion the abun dance of their joy and their deep
pov erty abounded” – II Co rin thi ans 8:2.  “He which
soweth spar ingly shall reap also spar ingly; and he
which soweth boun ti fully shall reap also boun ti -
fully” – II Co rin thi ans 9:6.

5. Pro por tion ately – “A ye abound in ev -
ery thing … See that ye abound in this grace also.  It
is ac cepted ac cord ing to that a man hath and not ac -
cord ing to that he hath not.  He that had gath ered
much had not ing over; and he that had gath ered lit -
tle had no lack” – II Co rin thi ans 8:7, 12, 15.  “He
which soweth spar ingly shall reap also spar ingly;
and he which soweth boun ti fully shall reap also
boun ti fully” – II Co rin thi ans 9:6.

6. Prac ti cally – “that s there was a readi -
ness to will, so there may be a per for mance also out
of that which ye have.  For if there be first a will ing
mind…But by an equal ity, that now at this time your
abun dance may be a sup ply for their want.   Pro vid -
ing for hon est thing… Show ye to them…the proof of
your love” – II Co rin thi ans 8:11, 12, 14, 21, 24.

7. Pres ently – “But first gave their own
selves to the Lord, and unto us…abound in this grace 
also.  Now there fore per form the do ing of it.  …now
at this time” – II Co rin thi ans 8:5, 7, 11, 14.

Stew ard ship is a Scrip tural man date.  “More over 
it is re quired in stew ards, that a man be found faith -
ful” 1 Co rin thi ans 4:2.  Faith ful ness in stew ard ship
can not be de ter mined by any other stan dard than the
one found in God’s Word, Scrip ture.  

Why not de ter mine now to be a suc cess in this
area for which such de fined in struc tion is pro vided.

  Selected  

Ed i tor’s Note: This ‘ar ti cle’ is very ad e quate to
chal lenge and en cour age any ‘be liever’; but just
make sure you are sup port ing Chris tian min is tries
that are Bib li cal and in har mony with your Bib li cal
convictions. 

The approx. in come for the month of September
was $ 1,782.00.

The cost of each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is
approx. $2.75 de liv ered to your door.  Can you help
de fer these costs?


